This is well shown by the ever-increasing attendances?all of their own free will?of expectant mothers at the ante-natal clinics throughout the country.
are saved, which would not have been, had no ante-natal care been bestowed on the pregnant mother. Assuredly this is of the greatest importance, not only personally for the patient and her child but also socially for the country, which is being faced at present with a declining birth-rate, and thus everything possible should be done to aid the pregnant woman and her unborn child.
This has not only been recognised by the medical profession but also by the general public, who are becoming educated in regard to the great importance of antenatal care. This is well shown by the ever-increasing attendances?all of their own free will?of expectant mothers at the ante-natal clinics throughout the country.
In the earliest days of the ante-natal clinic the chief points? and often the only points for consideration?were firstly, the testing of the urine for albumin, secondly, the question of any contraction of the pelvis, and thirdly, the presentation of the foetus. At the present time these three points are, of course still of supreme importance, but there are many other investigations, which are also of importance, and manipulations, which can be carried out in the clinic and will assuredly help the mother by affording her an easier labour and the child by ensuring it a better chance of surviving the birth and the early weeks of life. It is principally with regard to these newer aspects of ante-natal work that I bring this paper before you this evening, but in addition I would like to call attention to some smaller points in technique, which after five years' experience in clinics in Edinburgh and Aberdeen seem to me to be of some importance. Of course everybody was not ambidextrous, but the left hand could reach higher up in the pelvis than the right hand. Anyone who had tried to induce labour by separating the membranes from the lower uterine segment would find that the left hand, which fitted naturally into the hollow of the sacrum, was much the better hand to use, and it would also reach the sacral promontory with greater ease.
With regard to the correction of the breech presentation in primiparse, he was quite sure that it was sometimes extremely difficult. It had not occurred to him that the "frank breech" possibly was the explanation of this.
He In a questionable case in which the definition of the back and limbs was difficult, the position of the greatest intensity .of the heart sounds was looked for with great care, the whole abdomen being in some cases auscultated so as to obtain the correct result. It was not a case of diagnosing the position by the place where the heart sounds could be heard, for with Pinard's stethoscope they could often be heard all over the abdomen, but it was where they were loudest that gave the real clue to the position of the foetus. 
